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all sports fans

must do before they die

Tailgating is an art.
And though all art is subjective,
there certainly is a difference
between good tailgating and bad
tailgating. Bad tailgating involves
last-minute Kwik Mart beef jerky,
not enough beer and a parking
spot nowhere near cute girls or a
Porta Potty. Good tailgating
consists of a gourmet
spread, lots of beer and
a parking spot, close to F,ki‘%‘
a Porta Potty, where
cute girls walk by and
compliment you on your
spread and your beer.

If there is one place on the planet
where tailgating has reached its full

ey e

At Lambeau, Sundays are a time
of worship—helmet-grill worship.

JAY DROWNS / TSN (2)

As Packer backers know better than anybody,
he game starts in the parking lot By Richard Lufrana

potential, it is Green Bay. For
Packers fans, the Sunday tailgate is
areligious experience. They come
from far and wide (and from right
across the street) to park their
cars, batter their brats and chug
their beer.

For a football fan, or just a fan of
being alive, tailgating outside
Lambeau Field is the rarest of
treats. [ drove from Chicago to
Green Bay late Saturday night and
stopped in for a beer at the Glory
Years Sports Bar & Grill. Glory
Years is a special place. The back
room of the bar once served as
Vince Lombardi’s office.

“If you're going to tailgate, you
better get there early,” said

How to get there

M You can fly directly into Green
Bay’s Austin Straubel International
Airport. Northwest is the major
carrier, but United, American and
Delta all fly to Green Bay. Or fly into
Outagamie County Airport in Appleton
and drive the 30 miles to Green Bay.
If you're driving, it's an hour and a
half from Milwaukee, three and a half
from Chicago, four from Minneapolis
and a lot longer from Detroit.

M If you plan to get to Lambeau
Field before 9 a.m, you'll have little
trouble finding a parking spot. The
best route from downtown Green Bay:
Take Walnut Street over the bridge,
hang a left on Ashland to Lombardi
then take a right on Lombardi.
Lambeau Field will be the large green
structure on your left with thousands
of fans drinking in front of it.

JAY DROWNS / TSN
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Melissa, a bartender at
Glory Years. “They
start at 7 in the
morning.”

“Does that mean
everyone goes to bed
really early the night
before?” I asked.

“The old ones do. A
lot of the 25-and-under
tailgaters just party all
night, then fire up the
grills for breakfast.”

RICHARD LUFRANO FOR TSN

I got to Lambeau at = ‘support’ our Packers,” he said. “It
7:45 in the morning ' é just kind of took off.”
and was shocked to 2 I met Carol Tess, who has been
see thousands of & tailgating with her husband, Tom,
people already in the 2 for more than 30 years. Tess and
parking lot eating, o = her crew stood out because they
drinking and =1 2 were drinking champagne at a
discussing ) tastefully appointed table that sat
Brett Favre’s Chan.dellers and beneath a glittering chandelier.
future. They hangl.n’ “We love to tailgate,” said Tess.
came in brassieres—who “We just like to do it in style.”
green hair, says’Cheeseheads The only downside to pregame
gold faces aren’t classy? tailgating at Lambeau is how fast it
and pimped- all ends. Come 11:30, the entire

out Packers-
themed vehicles.

I met a guy who had a large
banner displaying women’s bras.
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When to go

It depends on how tough you are and how much beer fat
you've acquired during the summer to keep you warm.
Average temperatures in Green Bay
September: 59 November: 34.4
October: 48 December: 20.2

January: 14.3

“What’s with the bras?” I asked.

“When the Packers were raising
money to renovate Lambeau a few
years back, [ wanted to create a
sign that showed how much we

party moves inside in a matter of
minutes. The only people left
standing outside are the ones
without tickets (me) and the ones
still waiting to use the Porta Potty
(me). But I can’t complain. The
beer was cold, the brats were
delicious, and the people were as

RICH‘ARD LUFRANO FOR TSN

F friendly as could be. Even
o tﬁe Sophisrr to a Bears
. a [LZ £ an.
Lifteqt i . .p @
o Lufrano’s
ilgate: . .
Tailows. tailgating
Sate Beg, stats
es) Beers: 4.5
Brats: 3
able Cardbogy, Hot dogs: 1
6 ’”fe’an//n » I!ssorted chips,
d Serye dips and
vegetables: Yes

More grub: 2 pieces
of sushi, 1 piece of
licorice and 2 chocolate chip cookies.

Take the party indoors

Fun bars by Lambeau Field
Anduzzi’s (1992 Holmgren Way)
Stadium View (1963 Holmgren Way)

Fun bars in downtown Green Bay
Glory Years (321 S. Washington)
Maloney’s Pub (223 N. Washington)
Hip Cats (116 S. Adams)

BrewBakers Pub (209 N. Washington)
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